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SECRET CANBERRA 1457 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MARR, MPOL, XO, AS, US 

SUBJECT: INDIAN OCEAN DEPLOYMENT/CORAL SEA CELEBRATION 
REE: STATE 046729 

1 . PROPOSED TASK FORCE VISIT HAS MERIT IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE CORAL SEA CELEBRATION AND THERE IS A RATHER GOOD CHANCE 
THAT GOA WILL APPROVE THE VISIT BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT 
RAN VESSELS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR JOINT EXERCISES AT TIME 
OF PROPOSED VISIT. EMBASSY NOTES, HOWEVER, THAT WHITLAM 
ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO HIS INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF 
PEACE CONCEPT AND MAY HAVE SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE 
VISIT. WE WILL ONLY KNOW WHAT HIS REACTION WILL BE WHEN 
THE PROPOSAL IS PUT TO THE GOA. ON BALANCE, THE EACT THAT 
WE MAY PROPOSE THE VISIT OE A TASK FORCE HEADED BY USS CORAL 
SEA FOR THE CORAL SEA CELEBRATION SHOULD OVERCOME WHATEVER 
RESERVATIONS THE PRIME MINISTER MIGHT HAVE. THIS IS ESPECIALLY 
LIKELY IN VIEW OE THE EACT THAT SUCH A VISIT WOULD BE WEL- 
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IMPORTANCE TO ANZUS AND HAVE WARM MEMORIES OF OUR 
CLOSE NAVAL ASSOCIATION WITH THE STATE DURING WWII. 

2. THE EMBASSY DOES NOT BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE TO LINK 

THE NPW ISSUE TO THE PROPOSED TASK FORCE VISIT, AT LEAST AT THE OUTSET. 

WE HAVE APPROACHED THE GOA ON THE NPW ISSUE, AND BELIEVE 
IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO SORT THIS OUT. IF THERE IS MOVE- 
MENT ON THE NPW ISSUE PRIOR TO THE TASK FORCE VISIT WE COULD 
THEN RECONSIDER THE QUESTION OF ADDING AN NPW TO THE GROUP. 
HOWEVER, WE DO WONDER IF IT MIGHT NOT BE BETTER TO PROFIT 
FROM THE FULL PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECT OF THE VISIT RATHER THAN 
HAVING THAT SPOILED BY INEVITABLE ANTI-NPW DEMONSTRATIONS. 

THERE MAY BE MERIT IN PLANNING FIRST NPW VISIT FOR A SMALLER 
PORT AT A LATER DATE. 
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